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Description: 
The public accounting field has undergone major upheavals in recent years: the increased 
pressure from independent regulators, the implementation of remote work, the use of 
offshoring, and the rise of data analytics and associated tools. Using data collected from 
29 interviews with auditors (staff auditors, managers, and partners), this study examines 
the impact of the changes to the profession on the experience of staff auditors who are 
taking their first steps on the auditing career path. The analysis reveals a significant 
disruption to firms’ socialization processes resulting in important differences between the 
auditor profile historically molded by firms and staff auditors’ internalized values, 
knowledge, and “professional” behaviors. The data also show how this disruption provides 
opportunity for young audit professionals to shape public accounting and professional 
practices. This study contributes to renewing our understanding of what it means to 
become an auditor in today’s age, and to highlighting the implications of these altered 
socialization processes on auditors’ expertise, sense of professionalism, and audit quality. 

 
Biography: 
Oriane Couchoux is a Canadian CPA with a background in public accounting, audit, and 
financial reporting. Her research explores the experience of the diverse stakeholders 
involved in audit and governance processes, including auditors, audit committee 
members, and regulators. Using qualitative methods, she analyzes how these individuals 
make sense of their role, adapt to the changing environment, and respond to the rules and 
regulatory requirements that govern their occupation. 
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